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INVESTIGATION OF THE ASSASSINATION OF 
PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY 



MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 1978 

House of Representatives, 

Select Committee on Assassinations, 

Washington , D.C. 

The select committee met, pursuant to adjournment, at 9:15 a.m., 
in room 345, Cannon House Office Building, Hon. Louis Stokes 
(chairman of the select committee), presiding. 

Present: Representatives Stokes, Devine, Preyer, Fauntroy, 
Thone, Sawyer, Dodd, Ford, Fithian, and Edgar. 

Staff* present: G. Robert Blakey, chief counsel and staff director; 
Gary Cornwell, deputy chief counsel; Michael Goldsmith, senior 
staff counsel; and Elizabeth L. Berning, chief clerk. 

Chairman Stokes. A quorum being present, the committee will 
come to order. 

The Chair recognizes Professor Blakey. 

NARRATION BY G. ROBERT BLAKEY, CHIEF COUNSEL 

Mr. Blakey. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Cuba was an important concern of John F. Kennedy during his 
brief administration. It prompted the occasion of his “darkest 
hour" — the aborted Bay of Pigs invasion. In the missile crisis, it 
also brought the United States — and the world— to the brink of a 
nuclear holocaust. Understandably, therefore, among the many ef- 
forts to understand the assassination, those that include a Cuban 
element have been very prominent. Indeed, no less a figure than 
President Lyndon B. Johnson expressed his private view that John 
F. Kennedy might well have been the victim of the Cuban plot. 

The Warren Commission explored the Cuban element in the 
assassination of the President from two perspectives. 

First, it considered the extent to which Oswald “might have been 
motivated in the assassination by a. desire to aid the Castro regime, 
which President Kennedy so outspokenly criticized.” 

In the months preceding the assassination, left-wing literature to 
which Oswald subscribed — chiefly “The Militant* and “The 
Worker”— reflected an extremely critical attitude toward the Ken- 
nedy administration’s policy toward Cuba. Indeed, much of what 
appeared in these papers seemingly called for violent solutions to 
Cuban problems with the United States. 

The possibility that Oswald may have been influenced by this 
literature seems real. Apparently in all seriousness, he told Mi- 
chael Paine, the individual in whose home Marina was then living, 
that “You could tell what they wanted you to do * * * by reading 
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officer was planning the killing of Castro with an official of the 
Cuban Government. 

The revelation in 1976 that the Premier of Cuba was the target 
of an unsuccessful assassination planned by the United States 
served to fuel the fires of speculation that Cuba had been the 
perpetrator of the successful effort against the President of the 
United States in 1963. It was recalled that Premier Castro himself, 
in an interview with Associated Press reporter Daniel Harker on 
September 7, 1963, seemed to be warning that U.S. leaders who 
approved terrorist attacks on Cuban leaders could themselves be 
vulnerable. 

The AP story was carried in the New Orleans Times Picayune on 
September 9. Consequently, it could have been read by Lee Harvey 
Oswald himself. But the evidence of Cuban intentions may be 
interpreted in various ways. The Cuban delegate to the United 
Nations was in contact on September 5, 1963 with William Atwood, 
a U.S. delegate, to begin talks with the view toward starting the 
process of normalizing relations. And Jean Daniel, a French jour- 
nalist, was with Premier Castro on November 22. He described 
Castro’s reaction to the news of the Kennedy assassination as one 
of genuine surprise and deep regret. 

The critics of the Warren Commission, too, have persisted in 
their questioning of its conclusions, offering the theory that Oswald 
met with Cuban agents and various additional allegations. 

The most serious is the charge that it was, in fact, not Oswald 
who visited the Cuban consulate, but an imposter. Critics cite as 
evidence a photograph published by the Commission and thought 
by the critics to have been taken by a surveillance camera outside 
the Cuban consulate. It shows a burly man who bears no resem- 
blance to Oswald, but who was identified as the individual who 
visited the consulate at the time Oswald was supposed to have done 
so. 

Mark Lane, in his “Rush to Judgment,” raised the issue of the 
mysterious photograph and asked, “Was someone posing as 
Oswald?” 

Another widely circulated story after the Warren report was 
published is that Oswald, in a burst of anger on learning at the 
Cuban consulate that he could not secure a visa to visit Cuba, 
expressed an intention to assassinate President Kennedy. 

The select committee has sought to explore a number of ques- 
tions in connection with Oswald's trip to Mexico City. Committee 
members and staff made two separate trips to both Cuba and 
Mexico. The cooperation of the Governments of Cuba and Mexico 
was sought and secured. The committee and the staff expresses its 
thanks to each government and those officials and citizens of each 
country that helped the committee in its investigation. 

Comment, however, must be made on the lack of cooperation by 
the Soviet Government. The select committee, both informally and 
through personal contacts and formally through the State Depart- 
ment, sought the cooperation of the Soviet Government, not only 
on Oswald's alleged trip to Mexico City where he is supposed to 
have visited the Soviet Embassy, but also in the period of time 
Oswald lived in the Soviet Union. Various documents and files not 
made available to the Warren Commission but which the commit- 
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a record of her statements — the staff has learned over the course of 
the investigation that it is often possible to gain a better under- 
standing of a witness’ testimony if you can hear or speak to the 
witness. Thus, with your permission, Mr. Chairman, I would ask 
that at this time each of those exhibits be admitted into evidence, 
and that we play for the committee selected portions of her state- 
ment. 



Chairman Stokes. Without objection, they may be entered into 
the record at this point, and you may proceed to play the record- 
ing. 

[The tape recording mentioned above, JFK exhibit F-439, is 
being retained in committee files.] 

[The information follows:] 




JFK Exhibit F-433 






